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fluences, rooted in an Oriental past, had already caused much of
this development, and closer contact with the East was bound to
bring about further progress in the same direction.
IL THE DIVINITY OF THE IMPERIAL OFFICE:
GOD-EMPEROR AND EMPEROR BY THE GRACE OF GOD
The curious adoption-decree of Septimius Severus marks, as
we saw, a step in the direction of emphasizing the divinity of the
ruling emperor. With him and his successors there are ever
clearer signs of an increasing prominence given to the divine
nimbus. For some time, indeed, adoratio had been paid to the
likeness of the emperor (and in law the original and the likeness
were identical), for instance in the army1; and there not merely the
portraits regarded as standards, the imagines^ but also the statues
in the shrine where the standards were kept were worshipped,
It was in keeping with the general policy of the Severi that
emperor-worship was made prominent in the camps. This is
true, although the imperial portraits did not yet bear the titles
of gods. The inscription on an altar from the Raetian times,
which the prefect of the cohors III Britannorum set up in honour
of Caracalla, Geta and Julia Domna, * mater Augustorum et
castrorum,' as well as to the Capitoline Trinity and the genius
coAortis2, names the emperors before the gods, thus indicating
their full divinity. It is equally noteworthy that, at the erection
of a shrine in the camp at Lambaesis, statues and likenesses of
members of the imperial house, the domus divina, are mentioned
first, before their tutelary deities3. We may see in these examples
both the desire of Septimius Severus to exalt and assure his own
position by divine consecration, and also the influence of his Syrian
consort on the development of the imperial cult* Her title * mater
castrorum' had indeed been already created by Marcus Aurelius
for Faustina4. But it had a new emphasis, and its ultimate ex-
pansion into * mater castrorum et senatus et patriae' was bound
everywhere to connect it closely with emperor-worship; while the
more frequent use of the phrase domus divina^ with its stress on
divine origin, also bears witness to the same tendency. The de-
sired deification is unmistakable on a coin showing Geta crowned
1 Alfokfi, op9 rf/. pp, 67 sqq.i and see vol. x, p. 483 sq.
*  G.LL. m, 5935. A. von Doma$zewski, Die Religion des romischen
Heeres, p, 76, no, 163.
*  Dessau 2445; von Domaszewski, op. cit. p. 85, no. 180.
4 Dio uocn, io3 5 (p. 261 Boissevain); Alfoldi, op. cit. p. .69.